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DETAILED ACTION 



1. 



This action is in reply to applicant's correspondence of 22 May 2006. 



2. 



Claims 1-14 are pending for examination. 



3. 



Claims 1-14 remain rejected. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by DeMello et al, 
U.S. Patent 6,891 ,953 Bl. 



4. As per claim 1 ; "An information processing apparatus for allowing usage of content by 
requiring a license for using said content, said information processing apparatus comprising: 
a content storage unit operable 
to store 



license-identification information for 



specifying said license for using said content, 



encrypted data of said content and 



key information required for 



Application/Control Number: 10/072,109 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2136 

decrypting said encrypted data of said content [figures 1-10 and 
accompanying descriptions, whereas the client/purchaser to 
fulfillment/content servers architecture enabled to provide the DRM 
aspects of the protected content (and associated licensing/cryptographic 
functions and structures, and the storage thereof; bound to the protected 
content) distribution and successful transaction services (i.e., 
authenticated distribution and associated decryption of protected content, 
referenced upon request via URL linkage), clearly encompasses the claim 
limitations, as broadly interpreted by the examiner.]', 
a license storage unit operable 

to store said license for using said content, including 

content-specifying information for specifying said content, and 
terminal-identification information necessary for decrypting said 

encrypted data of said content, 

the use of which is allowed by said license [figures 1-10 and 
accompanying descriptions (i.e., col. 2, lines 11-col. 3, line 66, col. 8, lines 
3 5 -col 9, line 62, col. 11, lines 8-58, figures 4,5,7) whereas the 
client/purchaser to fulfillment/content servers architecture enabled to 
provide the DRM aspects of the protected content (and associated 
licensing/cryptographic functions and structures and the storage thereof), 
clearly encompasses the claim limitations, as broadly interpreted by the 
examiner.] \ 
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a judgment unit operable 

to determine whether said license for using said content has been 

stored in said license storage unit [figures 1-10 and accompanying 
descriptions, whereas the client/purchaser to fulfillment/ content servers 
architecture enabled to provide the DRM aspects of the protected content (and 
associated licensing/verification/authentication/cryptographic functions and 
structures and the storage thereof), clearly encompasses the claim limitations, as 
broadly interpreted by the examiner.] \ and 
a decryption unit operable 

to decrypt said encrypted data of said content if 

said license for using said content has been stored in 

said license storage unit [figures 1-10 and accompanying 
descriptions, whereas the client/purchaser to fulfillment/content servers 
architecture enabled to provide the DRM aspects of the protected content 
(and associated cryptographic functions/distribution and decryption of 
protected content and structures and the storage thereof), clearly 
encompasses the claim limitations, as broadly interpreted by the 
examiner.] " . 

As per claim 9, this claim is the method claim for the apparatus claim 1 above, and is 
rejected for the same reasons provided for the claim 1 rejection; "An information processing 
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method for allowing a user to use content by requiring the user to have a license for using the 
content, the information processing method comprising: 

storing license-identification information for specifying the license for using the content, 
encrypted data of the content and key information required for decrypting the encrypted data of 
the content; 

storing the license for using the content in a license storage unit, the license including 
content-specifying information for specifying the content, 

the use of which is allowed by the license, and 
terminal-identification information necessary for 

decrypting said encrypted data of said content ; 
determining whether the license for using the content has been stored in the license 
storage unit; and 

decrypting the encrypted data of the content if the license for using the content has been 
stored in the license storage unit.". 

As per claim 10, this claim is the embodied software method claim for the apparatus 
claim 1 above, and is rejected for the same reasons provided for the claim 1 rejection; "A 
recording medium recorded with a program to be executed by a computer for carrying out 
processing to allow a user to use content by requiring the user to have a license for using the 
content, the program comprising: 
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storing license-identification information for specifying the license for using the content, 
encrypted data of the content and key information required for decrypting the encrypted data of 
the content; 

storing the license for using the content in a license storage unit, the license including 
content-specifying information for specifying the content, 

the use of which is allowed by the license, and 
terminal-identification information necessary for 

decrypting said encrypted data of said content ; 
determining whether the license for using the content has been stored in the license 
storage unit; and 

decrypting the encrypted data of the content if the license for using the content has been 
stored in the license storage unit.". 

5. Claim 2 additionally recites the limitation that; "An information processing apparatus 
according to claim 1, further comprising: 
a transmitter operable 

to transmit a request for said license to a license server, 
said license request including 

said license-identification information; and 

a receiver operable 

to receive said license transmitted by the license server, wherein 
said received license is stored in 
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said license storage unit.". 
The teachings of DeMello et al are directed towards such limitations (i.e., figures 1-10 and 
accompanying descriptions, whereas the client/purchaser to fulfillment/content servers 
architecture enabled to provide the DRM aspects of the protected content (and associated 
licensing/cryptographic functions and structures, and the storage thereof; bound to the protected 
content) distribution and successful transaction services (i.e., authenticated distribution and 
associated decryption of protected content, referenced upon request via URL linkage, enabled by 
the request to the fulfillment server verification aspects), clearly encompasses the claim 
limitations, as broadly interpreted by the examiner.). 

6. Claim 3 additionally recites the limitation that; "An information processing apparatus 
according to claim 1, further comprising: 
a reproducing unit operable 

to reproduce said data of said content decrypted by said decryption unit, wherein 
said data of said content is 
text data, 
image data, 
audio data, 

moving-picture data or 

combinations thereof". 
The teachings of DeMello et al are directed towards such limitations (i.e., figures 1-10 and 
accompanying descriptions, whereas the client/purchaser to fulfillment/content servers 



Application/Control Number: 10/072,109 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2136 

architecture enabled to provide the DRM aspects of the protected content (and associated 
cryptographic functions/distribution and decryption of protected content (and subsequent 
rendering/reproduction of multimedia, text, audio, etc., of said content)), clearly encompasses the 
claim limitations, as broadly interpreted by the examiner.). 

7. Claim 4 additionally recites the limitation that; "An information processing apparatus 
according to claim 1, further comprising: 

a device-node-key storage unit operable 
to store a device node key, 

wherein said key information includes 

an EKB (Enabling Key Block); and 
said decryption unit is operable 

to decrypt said EKB (Enabling Key Block) using 
said device node key and 
said terminal-identification information 
to obtain a root key, and 

to decrypt said data of said content using said root key.". 
The teachings of DeMello et al are directed towards such limitations (i.e., figures 1-10 and 
accompanying descriptions (i.e., col. 2,lines 1 1-col. 3,line 66, col. 8,lines 35-col. 9,line 62, col. 
1 1, lines 8-58, figures 4,5,7) with figures 1,9 more particularly, whereas the client/purchaser to 
fulfillment/content servers architecture enabled to provide the DRM aspects of the protected 
content (and associated licensing/cryptographic functions and structures such as license/content 
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keys (i.e., Enabling Key Block inclusive of a root key)/key encrypted key (i.e., device-node-key), 
and the storage/associated database storage thereof; bound to the protected content) distribution 
and successful transaction services, clearly encompasses the claim limitations, as broadly 
interpreted by the examiner.). 

8. Claim 5 additionally recites the limitation that; "An information processing apparatus 
according to claim 4, wherein: 

said key information further includes 
a content key encrypted using 
said root key; 
said data of said content is 
encrypted using 

said content key; and 
said decryption unit is operable 

to decrypt said encrypted data of said content using 
said root key.". 

The teachings of DeMello et al are directed towards such limitations (i.e., figures 1-10 and 
accompanying descriptions with figures 1,9 more particularly, whereas the client/purchaser to 
fulfillment/content servers architecture enabled to provide the DRM aspects of the protected 
content (and associated licensing/cryptographic functions and structures such as license/content 
keys (i.e., Enabling Key Block inclusive of a root key)/key encrypted key (i.e., device-node-key), 
and the storage/associated database storage thereof; bound to the protected content) distribution 
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and successful transaction services, clearly encompasses the claim limitations, as broadly 
interpreted by the examiner.). 

9. Claim 6 additionally recites the limitation that; "An information processing apparatus 
according to claim 1, wherein said license further includes 

usage-condition information showing a condition for using said content, 
the use of which is allowed by said license.". 
The teachings of DeMello et al are directed towards such limitations (i.e., figures 1-10 and 
accompanying descriptions, whereas the client/purchaser to fulfillment/content servers 
architecture enabled to provide the DRM aspects of the protected content (and associated 
licensing/cryptographic functions and structures; bound to the protected content) distribution and 
successful transaction services (i.e., authentication of client/user/purchaser and associated access 
control/multiple levels of protection/certificate verification aspects), clearly encompasses the 
claim limitations, as broadly interpreted by the examiner.). 

10. Claim 7 additionally recites the limitation that; "An information processing apparatus 
according to claim 1, wherein said license further includes 

an electronic signature signed by using 
a secret key of a license server.". 
The teachings of DeMello et al are directed towards such limitations (i.e., figures 1-10 and 
accompanying descriptions, whereas the client/purchaser to fulfillment/content servers 
architecture enabled to provide the DRM aspects of the protected content (and associated 
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licensing/cryptographic functions (i.e., such as license/content keys (i.e., Enabling Key Block 
inclusive of a root key)/key encrypted key (i.e., device-node-key)), and structures (i.e., signed 
content/certificates via public key cryptographic data/XML structures); bound to the protected 
content) distribution and successful transaction services (i.e., authentication of 
client/user/purchaser and associated access control/multiple levels of protection/certificate 
verification aspects), clearly encompasses the claim limitations, as broadly interpreted by the 
examiner.). 

1 1 . Claim 8 additionally recites the limitation that; "An information processing apparatus 
according to claim 2, further comprising: 
a terminal-ID storage unit operable 

to store terminal-identification information identifying 

said information processing apparatus, 
wherein said license request further includes 

said terminal-identification information; 
said received license includes 

a terminal ID; and 
said judgment unit 
compares 

said terminal ID in said received license with 
said terminal-identification information stored in 
said terminal-ID storage unit and 
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determines that 

said received license is said license for using said content only if 
said terminal ID in said received license matches 
said terminal-identification information stored in 
said terminal-ID storage unit.". 
The teachings of DeMello et al are directed towards such limitations (i.e., figures 1-10 and 
accompanying descriptions, whereas the client/purchaser to fulfillment/content servers 
architecture enabled to provide the DRM aspects of the protected content (and associated 
licensing/cryptographic functions and structures; bound to the protected content) distribution and 
successful transaction services (i.e., authentication of client/user/purchaser and associated access 
control/multiple levels of protection/certificate verification aspects, inclusive of network 
location/referencing information (i.e., URL references (terminal-identification information) to 
client/server nodes); and the storage thereof), clearly encompasses the claim limitations, as 
broadly interpreted by the examiner.). 

12. Claim 1 1 additionally recites the limitation that; "A program according to claim 10, 
wherein 

the program or a portion of the program is encrypted.". 
The teachings of DeMello et al are directed towards such limitations (i.e., figures 1-10 and 
accompanying descriptions with figure 5 more particularly, whereas the client/purchaser to 
fulfillment/content servers architecture enabled to provide the DRM aspects of the protected 
content (and associated licensing/cryptographic functions (i.e., signed content/certificates via 
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public key cryptographic data/XML structures and methods/DLL/ API cryptographic functions), 
clearly encompasses the claim limitations, as broadly interpreted by the examiner.). 

13. As per claim 12, this claim is the server side apparatus claim for the client side apparatus 
claims 1,2,8 above, and is rejected for the same reasons provided for the claims 1,2,8 rejection; 
"A license server for issuing a license for allowing the use of content, said license server 
comprising: 

a license storage unit operable 

to store said license, said license including 

content-specifying information for specifying said content, 

the use of which is allowed by said license, and 
terminal-identification information for 

identifying an information processing apparatus; 

a receiver operable 

to receive a request for said license from said information processing apparatus, 
said license request including 

license-identification information for identifying said license; 
an extraction unit operable 

to extract said license identified by said license-identification information from 
said license storage unit; 
a processor operable 

to add said terminal-identification information necessary for 



Application/Control Number: 10/072,109 Page 14 

Art Unit: 2136 

decrypting said encrypted data of said content 
to said extracted license; 
a signature unit operable 

to put a signature on said extracted license including 
said terminal-identification information using 
a secret key of said license server; and 

a transmitter operable 
to transmit 

said extracted license with 
said signature thereon 

to said information processing apparatus.". 

As per claim 13, this claim is the method claim for the apparatus claim 1 1 above, and is 
rejected for the same reasons provided for the claim 1 1 rejection; "A method for issuing a license 
for allowing the use of content, the method comprising: 

storing the license in a license storage unit, the license including content-specifying 
information for specifying the content, the use of which is allowed by the license, and terminal- 
identification information for identifying an information processing apparatus; 

receiving a request for the license from the information processing apparatus, the license 
request including license-identification information for identifying the license; 

extracting the license stored in the license storage unit and identified by the license- 
identification information; 
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adding the terminal-identification information to the extracted license; 

putting a signature on the extracted license including the terminal-identification 
information using a secret key; and 

transmitting the extracted license with the signature thereon to the information processing 
apparatus.". 

As per claim 14, this claim is the embodied software method claim for the apparatus 
claim 1 1 above, and is rejected for the same reasons provided for the claim 1 1 rejection; "A 
recoding medium recorded with a program to be executed by a computer for carrying out 
processing to issue a license for allowing the use of content, the program comprising: 

storing the license in a license storage unit, the license including content-specifying 
information for specifying the content, the use of which is allowed by the license, and terminal- 
identification information for identifying an information processing apparatus; 

receiving a request for the license from the information processing apparatus, the license 
request including license-identification information for identifying the license; 

extracting the license stored in the license storage unit and identified by the license- 
identification information; 

adding the terminal-identification information to the extracted license; 

putting a signature on the extracted license including the terminal-identification 
information using a secret key of a license server; and 

transmitting the extracted license with the signature thereon to the information processing 
apparatus.". 
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Response to Amendment 

14. As per applicant's argument concerning the incorrect DeMello et al reference date 
priority, the examiner has corrected the obvious typographical error concerning the '102 
paragraph from 102(b) to 102(e). 

15. As per applicant's argument concerning the lack of teaching by DeMello et al of". . . the 
license includes terminal identification information ... decrypting the encrypted the 
examiner has fully considered the arguments and finds them not to be persuasive. The claims 
reciting claim language specifically dealing with the phrase "terminal identification 
information", sans any context, is sufficiently broad and does not patently distinguish the 
claimed invention, such that the DeMello et al aspects of "the [number] of installations . . is 
clearly dealing with terminal identification information as broadly interpreted by the examiner, 
and further, the client/server (and associated network addressing/node identification as a part of 
the communications protocol) architecture would therefore be applicable in the rejection, such 
that the rejection support references collectively encompass the said claim limitations in their 
entirety. 
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Conclusion 



16. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from examiner 
should be directed to Ronald Baum, whose telephone number is (571) 272-3861, and whose 
unofficial Fax number is (571) 273-3861. The examiner can normally be reached Monday 
through Thursday from 8:00 AM to 5:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ayaz Sheikh, can be reached at (571) 272-3795. The Fax number for the organization 
where this application is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. For more information for 
unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the 
PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Ronald Baum 



Patent Examiner 




